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From every side come reports of increased interest in the 
courses of Bible study offered in connection with the many sum- 
mer gatherings. The courses, during the present 

Summer Bible summer have been more numerous than ever be- 
Study 

fore, and at the same time of a distinctly higher 

character. In a score of prominent centres throughout the 
country, lectures have been given, and classes have been organized 
by men who have prepared themselves especially for this work. 
If the question should be asked, What is meant by work of a 
higher character? the answer would be (i) work looking toward 
the impartation of proper methods of study, (2) work intended 
to bring forth important principles connected with a particular 
subject under consideration, (3) work conducted in such a man- 
ner as to stimulate the student to a more extended and minute 
examination of the ground, (4) work conducted in such a man- 
ner as to furnish definite results. There are doubtless other 
characteristics of high-grade work which might be mentioned, 
but these will suffice. The evidence is abundant that never before 
in summer meetings has the same amount of work been done 
in as many important places and with a constituency as broad- 
minded and intelligent. 



From the testimony of others and from personal observation, 
things have been noted in connection with this work, some of 
which are encouraging, others decidedly discouraging. It is a 
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source of gratification to see men and women who have once 

secured a taste of real Bible instruction, become ravenously 

hungry for more. And it is noticeable that in 

The Laity those places in which such instruction has been 

PREDOMINATE ...... , 

IN IT accustomed to be given, the nucleus is composed 

of those who have before enjoyed the privileges 
of such study. The fact that these classes, including as 
many as two and three hundred members, are made up for the 
most part of laymen is also noteworthy. It is not true that the 
occupants of the pews are blind to their best needs. The absence 
in a large measure of clergymen, and the sad and frequent testi- 
mony of the parishioner that the minister is not interested in any 
work of this kind, furnish the dark side of the picture. It is easy 
to exhibit a lack of appreciation even when an effort is made, but 
whether true or not, the feeling is widely spread in the minds of 
the common people that the minister does not possess or care to 
possess an intelligent understanding of the book which is sup- 
posed to form the basis of his work. As a matter of fact the 
confessions of ministers themselves touching their ignorance of 
this book, and the exhibitions of ignorance which they make on 
all occasions where such ignorance may be detected, are sufficient 
to confirm what is rapidly coming to be the popular impression. 



A serious drawback in connection with the summer courses 
of Bible study is the fact that the work does not continue long 
enough to make a strong impression. If, in all the schools offer- 
ing such work, the courses could be expanded to six weeks the 
results would be in a measure satisfactory; for in six weeks, if one 
gives his attention to a single subject, something really consider- 
able can be accomplished. When, however, the instruction is 
offered for only two or three weeks, and when the pupils are in 
some cases not present at the beginning of the work and in others 
unable to continue to the end, the work is not only insufficient 
but fragmentary. Still, has it not often happened that in a single 
hour one's whole attitude of mind has been affected? The pres- 
entation of one prophetic address from the historical point of 
view, or the exposition of a single passage of a New Testament 
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epistle, may exhibit methods and ideals of work which a sensi- 
tive mind will receive and henceforth adopt. The strongest 
impressions are not always the outcome of an influence extending 
over a long period. These few hours, even when interrupted at 
the beginning or the close, may and do incite the student to some- 
thing not only far higher than that which he had been accustomed 
to do, but also far different. A new atmosphere may be created. 
There is testimony that in hundreds of instances this new atmos- 
phere has been created, and that the Bible has become to the 
student an altogether new thing, a thing of life instead of a dead 
thing. It remains true, however, that so far as possible, the work 
should be so expanded as to be on the one hand more complete, 
and on the other at least fairly comprehensive. 



A more serious difficulty is the lack of teachers for such work. 
It is surprising to note how few persons there are who can make 

instruction in the Bible at all interesting. It has 
Lack of therefore been next to impossible to supply the 

Teachers demand for teachers in the various schools to 

which reference has been made. The explanation 
of this dearth of teachers is not a simple task. One would 
certainly suppose that a Christian country like America would be 
full, even to overflowing, of men and women able to conduct 
this kind of work. A most rigid search and a large number of 
experiments have, together, shown that this not the case. The 
successful teacher of the Bible is a rarity. The country has 
hundreds and thousands of men and women who have by long 
effort prepared themselves to teach the English language, mathe- 
matics, or the modern languages ; but where are the men and women 
who have undertaken special preparation to enable them to teach 
the Bible ? No one should suppose for a moment that he is 
ready to teach the Bible unless he has made the same amount of 
special preparation which would enable him to teach any other 
difficult subject. Here, it must be confessed, is our greatest dif- 
ficulty. If the interest already aroused in the summer schools 
does not increase, the reason, without question, will be the lack 
of teachers to carry on the work satisfactorily. 
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Is it not true, moreover, that this same difficulty exists in all of 
our churches ? Nine-tenths of the teaching in the Sunday school 
is, as teaching, a farce. The work of many of these so-called 
Sunday school teachers, if judged upon the standard of ordinary 
principles of pedagogy, is ludicrous and at the same time crim- 
inal. It is ludicrous to call such work teaching. Their work is 
criminal if it is looked at from the point of view of the innocent 
pupils who suffer from it. For a long time people have engaged 
in this work, and have compelled their children to continue it 
because of a sense of duty. Already many parents have withdrawn 
their children from contact with such work because of a sense 
of duty. Ordinarily, the only person connected with the church 
at all capable of giving instruction in the Bible is the min- 
ister, and too frequently he is the last man who feels an obli- 
gation resting upon him to do it. That which is most fun- 
damental to the interests of the church, which is, indeed, the 
most vital part, he generously turns over to a few uneducated, 
unskilled and sometimes unconsecrated teachers, and does not 
even trouble himself to see that these teachers associate them- 
selves to help each other. The condition of things in most of 
our churches is in fact appalling, when we remember that in 
these days the Bible is not studied in the family as in former 
days, and when we come to understand the character of the 
instruction which is furnished as a substitute, we need not be 
surprised at the pitiably meager results. Nor is this all. Our 
ministers fail not only to teach the Bible, but also to preach it. 
The average sermon contains less and less of biblical material 
and more and more of that which comes from outside the Bible. 
This is due in part to the ignorance of the minister himself con- 
cerning the Bible and in part to the indifference on the part of 
the people with respect to it. This ignorance is in some cases a 
phase of the individual's general ignorance ; in other cases it 
exists even where large attainments have been made in outside 
subjects. It may be said without fear of sustained contradiction 
that the membership of our churches is gradually becoming less 
and less familiar with the contents and teachings of the sacred 
Scriptures. This fact explains the new and increasing demand 
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for such instruction in the summer assemblies of various kinds. 
The people in these assemblies testify almost universally that 
they cannot obtain the instruction at home ; that the minister is 
indifferent or incapable. They are, therefore, driven to obtain 
it elsewhere. The eagerness with which it is received is sufficient 
evidence that in too many cases there has been starvation. 
Something, therefore, is needed in the churches. 



It is evident that there must be more teachers of the Bible ; 

that is, more men and women who will give their lives to this 

work. Here, in fact, is a new calling. The min- 

Here is a new j ster cannot an( j w jn not perform this function. 

Calling _, , , , , , , 

ihe work cannot be done by those who have 

not prepared themselves by long and severe training. There 
are needed teachers of the Bible for this summer work ; for 
our colleges and institutions of learning which have long 
neglected this, the most important part of their work ; for 
conducting lecture courses on Bible subjects in various places 
throughout .the year ; for regular instruction in the churches. 
The time will soon be at hand when hundreds of men will be 
needed for the summer and institute work ; other hundreds for 
college work ; and thousands for the work of Bible instruction 
which must be done in the churches if Christianity is to grow 
and prevail. This is, indeed, a new calling. The man who fol- 
lows it will be in some cases a public lecturer, in others a col- 
lege professor, in others a Sunday school superintendent, in still 
others an assistant pastor. His work will be simply and solely 
to teach the Bible, — a new calling, and, truly, a glorious calling. 



It cannot be said that this is a work which the minister can 
perform. It is doubtless a work which at one period in the his- 
tory of the church he did perform; but times have changed. 
The inclination of the minister is in other directions and his edu- 
cation really unfits him to do this work. Of the man who enters 
the ministry without a theological education, nothing of this 
kind can be expected, for there is no group of subjects the prep- 
aration for which is more rigid than the subjects which make 
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up the Bible. Of the man who enters the ministry after having 
taken a theological course, not much can be expected in this 
line, for the theological curriculum of the present day not only 
permits but compels such superficiality as entirely to unfit a man 
for serious scholarly work in biblical lines. The curriculum is 
in most cases prescribed and the theological student must 
include in his course a given amount of work in five or six dif- 
ferent departments each largely different and separate from the 
other. The result is just what might have been expected, 
namely, ( i ) inability on the part of the student to secure a satis- 
factory acquaintance with any particular subject; (2) a lack of 
special interest in any particular subject; (3) a general indif- 
ference to all the subjects; (4) a readiness at the earliest 
moment to give up intellectual work; (5) a tendency to die 
intellectually between the ages of forty-five and fifty. A course 
of instruction which leads to these results is not fitted to pre- 
pare men for the new calling of Bible teacher. Indeed, the rea- 
son why the modern preacher does not make use of the Bible to 
any larger extent is to be found in the preparation which he has 
had for his professional work. He has been taught to ignore 
the Bible, and in most instances has been given a conception of 
it which in itself was fatal to any real intellectual progress in 
connection with the matter. 



What preparation then can be suggested ? Having in mind 
now that this new calling will be one of highest rank and dig- 
nity, and realizing that the work will make the 

The most severe demands upon those who undertake it, 

Preparation . ,. , , . . , , 

Necessary we su gg est the following plan : [ 1 ) A thorough 

college course, including Greek; (2) a graduate 
course of study which shall include the languages of the 
Old Testament and cognate languages; (3) an acquaintance 
with the Old Testament literature in its various forms of legisla- 
tion, prophecy and wisdom; (4) a knowledge of the origin and 
growth of the canon, of the texts and of the principles of Old 
Testament interpretation; (5) a familiarity with the history of 
the Hebrew religion and the development of the theological 



EDITORIAL. 167 

ideas of the Hebrews; (6) a study of the documents of the 
New Testament texts and the principles of textual criticism ; 
(7) the history of the New Testament times in Palestine in the 
Greek and Roman world; (8) the history of the apostolic age 
of the Church; (9) the life and teachings of Jesus Christ; 
(10) such other departments or divisions of biblical work as 
will be found of special interest. It may be suggested that 
such preparation is the preparation required of one who is to 
teach the Old or New Testament in a theological seminary. 
This is true, and the same preparation is required for doing the 
work described above. 

Are there not men and women in college today who have 
been looking forward to Christian work of one kind or another 
who may be induced to enroll themselves in the membership of 
this new calling? Is there any work of higher character? Is 
there any work more greatly needed ? 



